PHYSICIAN DISCUSSION GUIDE

Use this card to aid your discussions with parents about
the importance of Tdap? vaccine.

Pertussis is a serious disease
that can affect your family

e Pertussis is commonly referred to as whooping cough’

e The disease causes severe coughing that can last for

several weeks'

Complications of pertussis
may include:’

° Pneumonia

e Seizures

* Hospitalization
e Death

Even if you received vaccination
against pertussis as a child, you may
still be at risk

* Immunity to pertussis wears off 5 to 10 years
following childhood vaccination?

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
recommends all adults and adolescents 11 through 64
years of age receive immunization against pertussis*?

@ Tdap = Tetanus, diphtheria, and acellular pertussis.
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You and your family could
spread pertussis to your infant*

When a source was identified, household contacts were
responsible for infant pertussis up to 83% of the time*

@S of infant Pe,,o
S.,-
%

Mother Father

Siblings

Friends, Cousins, and
Part-time Caretakers

Grandparents

e A total of 91 families completed the study with the source
case identified for 44 infants*

— Source cases were identified and described by relationship
to the infant, age, and household status*

Getting vaccinated can help ensure you
don’t spread pertussis to your infant?

e Ask your primary health-care professional for
vaccination against pertussis

e Encourage other family members and adults who
have contact with your baby to get vaccinated as well
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